
 

Prayer: Week 6  
“Praying from the Word” 
 
Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Read and reflect on John 15:1-8 

o What does it mean to abide in Jesus? 
o Why does Jesus tell his followers they can do nothing without Him? 
o What does this tell you about your dependence on Jesus?  
o What role, if any, do you play in maintaining your attachment to the “True 

Vine?” 
o What does it mean for Jesus’ words to abide in His followers? 
o What does this tell us about God’s conditions for a “yes” answer to a prayer? 
o What fruit do believers bear when they abide in Jesus?  
o How does this fruit glorify God? 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively 
• Guide the group through understanding the connection between abiding in Jesus 

(John 15:1-8) and the miracle of healing the lame man, the power of the preached 
word, the boldness of Peter and John in front of the religious leaders, and the 
power of the prayer (Acts 4:1-31). Review and reflect on the discussion questions 
in the Group guide before you meet.  

• Help the group members see where their prayer life is lacking. In reference to the 
final set of discussion questions, ask those who are struggling: 

o Are you spending time in prayer? How are you approaching God? What are 
you praying for? Remind them about the tools from Week 1 and to also use 
what they are learning about prayer from this sermon series. 

o Are you spending time in the word? What are you doing in that time? 
Remind them to do their daily readings, journal their insights, memorize the 
passage for the week, and pray before, during, and after their encounters 
with the word.  

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Encourage your group by reminding them that Jesus is always with us even in the 

midst of the battlegrounds of our spiritual warfare. 

• Pray for your group to: 

o Abide in Christ, and for His words abide in them. 
o Pray for and with one another. 
o Boldly share the gospel with those they encounter who are far from God. 

  



 

Prayer: Week 6 
“Praying from the Word” 
 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer 

• Welcome / Announcements 

• Review the small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [4 min] 

Share a time when you struggled to believe in the effectiveness of prayer.  

Share the background for the story Provide context by sharing what comes before 

the story in the Bible [1 min] In Acts 3, Peter and John were passing through the temple 
gate called “Beautiful” when they encountered a man who had been lame his entire life. 
The man begged for alms. Instead of giving the man money, Peter healed him in the 
name of Jesus. The man responded by walking, leaping, and praising God. The people 
who witness the healing were amazed. The man who was healed held on to Peter and 
John as they approached the porch called Solomon’s Portico. The people ran after them, 
so Peter took the opportunity to stop and preach the gospel.  

Tell the story This week’s passage is Acts 4:1-31 [3 min] 

Rebuild the story Group members tell the story together based on what they remember 

[15 min] 

Read the story out loud Read the passage to see if anything was added or omitted  

[3 min] 

Discuss these questions This week’s passage Acts 4:1-31 [21 min] 
• Think about this week’s reading of John 15:1-8. In our story, how do Peter 

and John demonstrate that they abide in Jesus? How do they demonstrate 
that Jesus’ words abide in them? 

• How do the believers in our story use Scripture in their prayer? What purpose 
does it serve? 

• What is their petition in the prayer? How is it answered? Why is it answered?  

• What does our story teach us about prayer? What does it teach us about 
abiding in Jesus? What does it teach us about the work of the Holy Spirit? 
What does it reveal about God? 

• How does God want us to respond to what we learned from this story and 
John 15:1-8? How do we fall short in our response? What are we going to do 
about it? How are we going to incorporate the changes into our daily lives? 

Ask someone to retell the story Ask for a volunteer from the group [2 min] 

Closing 

• Ask for a volunteer to learn and share next week’s story Mark 14:32-42 [1 min] 
• Close in prayer [1 min] 
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